





























JULY 12, 1987

Martin Theophilus
11051 Tangleridge Circle
Austin, TX 73736

Mr. Willie Nelson
Federnales Ranch
Dripping Springs, TX

Dear ﬂr.,helﬁnn,

Austin Community College is exploring the possibility of establishing
= an Associate -Degree in Commercial Music in the Fall of 1388. I am
I currently a member of ACC's Business Management Advisory Committee.

i Almost a vear ago I approached Dr.Dan Angel, FPrasident of ACC with =&
| proposal to initiate this degree, He supported the concapt and has
; provided me with several resource parsons at ACC, They inelude. Tom
3 Husak -in the Muzic Department, and others in the Humanities Division,

] TEthﬂqimgv Department and the Business Management group.

It ssems to me that such a program wollld have a positive impact on the
_professionalism of the Austin masic  communi ty . Gpproximately 200
~-programs hawve been started around the country, although mosi of them

, _are.not offering as comprehensive a program s the one proposed for
.ACC.. There are presently 16 in Texas. One of the most notable 1is
- South Plains Jumior College at Levelland. It was established in
—, coorperation with Tom 7. Hall.
. Currently I am obtaining information and curviculum Trom the more well
established programs throughout the US. Also, T have been working with
various local musitc businesses who have been mosti supportive.

1 One concept that I feel would be an asset in establishing the program
is to utilize existing studios for classes and student interns, ACC
could purchase “down time” at a reduced rate from the studios and take
advantage of the expertise that already sxists in Austin., Studios
would gain from the interns services and the time purchased by ACC,
‘AcC would gain by rmot having to build a studio now and by the
& expartise of the studio enginesrs. i

. Dthers I have discussed this with include Ray Hennig &t Heart of Texas
i o Music, Evrnie ,Gammage at the Chamber of Commerce (who has provided =
great deal of support), Wink Tyler, Terry Likona and Malcolm Harper.
Everyone including seven Austin studios have expressed suppont’ and
of fared assistance.

I agrew wp in the Alpine area and started assisting musicians in
producing demo tapes in 1264, While I could take music courses,. thers
were no production classes and we all learned as we went. Now thers
. is MIDI and many technological advances that reguire the sama

determination and motivation to learn, but few opportunities o
=, develop ones skills. :
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It is the development of those skills and providing the opportunity to
musicians and persons who want to enhance their production technigues
that the ACC program would sserve, I truly believe the program would,
in time, increase the effectiveness of the music industry in Austin,

The program, as I would like to see it, would include; stagecrafts,
lighting, audio/video production, promotion, management and all the
new technology. Fersons could obtain an Associate Degres in Music
Parformance, Music Production, or Commercial Music.

The Jjob resources for graduates locally has concerned wus. However,
Alvin Community College provided information that they have been
offaring their degree for five years and have yet Lo graduate anyone
with a two year degree primarily because they ARE placing their folks
in jobs. If ACC is able to establish a truly excellent degree program
wlth community support we showuld be able to attract and place students
nationwide.

Recently, my wife and I attended the ASCAP workshop at the Austin City
Limit's Studic at KLRU. Their goal seemed to be to attract Austin
area musicians to Nashville. They alluded that Austin would never get
their act together to be & wviable “professional music business
center”. For the first time, in our experience, the meeting was
attended by Austin area bankers, attorneys and accountants. A comment
was made by one of the bankers from Texas Commerce that Nashville
should “HIDE AND WATCH" ... (Austin). This indicates the business
community is taking the music industry more seriously locally,

This brings me to my - letter to you. Wa have a qgreat deal of
commitment from ACC to see this program fly. People that [ have
mentioned have felt it would lend support to Austin as a music center.,
You have done more than anyone to establish Austin and Texazs =as= the
home of significant music in the eves of the music Ccommunity
worldwide. Your encouragement and awareness of this endeaver- would
assist us and lend credibility to the ACC program.

Any thoughts you have for the program’s focus, content and dirvection

would be greatly appreciated. Given your experience and expsrtise, I

would wvalue any suagestions you are willing to offer or pnrinns WL
feel we should contact regarding this proposal.

Thank vyou for your time in reviewing this infoermation, If you have
any questions, or require additional information, please let me know,
I may be reached at 288-1044 or at work 450-350&.

Sincerely,

Martin Theophi lus
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